Franciscan Sisters of Mary
Immaculate

= Wearea
congregation founded
by Blessed Mother
Caritas Brader

= Dedicated to the
apostolates of:
« Education
» Missions
« Social Work

« Pastoral Work _
Blessed Mother Caritas Brader



The ldentity of our Congregation Is:

To live the love of God and of neighbor
according to the Gospel In:

57 Chastity
v Poverty
%7 Obedience



After the example of St. Francis
of Assisl,




following the example of
the crucified Christ.




In a constant attitude of:

CONVERSION

animated by the spirit of:

*CONTEMPLATION
*POVERTY and
*HUMILITY,



IN

FRATERNITY




Mother Caritas Brader

A Woman of Our Times

Her motto:
“All for the Love of God and as He wills it!”
Focus of her life:

“To love and to work are a gift for others...”



A Country, a Story, a Woman

CARIBBEAN SEA
Santa SR

= Mother Caritas Brader, In
company with 6 other
Sisters, arrived In
Taquerres, Narifo,
Colombia, on March 31,
1893, the date which
marks the origin of our
Congregation.

VENEZUELA
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Tuquerres was made the Motherhouse of
the new Congregation, which dedicated its
efforts to the integral education of young
girls, a labor stretching over 34 years in the
region and from there spread Its apostolate
In various parts of northern and southern
Colombia and other countries.

Motherhouse in Tuquerres (1893-1927)



Motherhouse and Chapel
Pasto, Colombia,

= The Motherhouse and
Novitiate was moved

from Tuguerres to
Pasto in 1927.

Mother Caritas
obtained the grace of
Perpetual Adoration
for the Motherhouse In
1928 and since then,
Jesus, In the Eucharist
nas received the
nomage of Reparation,
_ove and Confidence .




Father Herbrand: Co-founder and
Spiritual Guide

= (God gave us a providential
gift Iin Father Reinaldo
Herbrand, who guided and
affirmed the work of
Mother Caritas.

= Originally from Gemund,
Germany, he dedicated his
apostolate to our
Congregation for thirty
years, essentially the co-
founder.




Division of the Congregation Into
Provinces

In 1964 the Congregation was divided into

Provinces:

=Bogota
=Pasto
=Central America

Point Ga

GREENLAND
ADEN.}

VICTORIA % ot
ISEAND 5 Il“..\\".“) e

g
PENINSHLA

QUEEN
CHARIOTTE.
ISLANDS

VANCOUVER, .5
1SLAND e
BN s,

st

T gashington,

Sting,
4,

PACIFIC

Mount Acor
22,

OCEAN Santiago &
AN FERNANDEZ * - Montavideo
I TSN gtontay)
“Coir {cHile) i do 1 P
< L -\ TURKS AND ¢ 3 Cabo San Antonia
Messau! EMNDS[I
Gulf of Mexico numlﬁ" .

. Hayina L
oo ’ ,
B2y’ .,,,_, CUBA o suno

MBXIC" Ctv %,
P«,wr.u!!peil Yot mw 3

e Tres Puntas.

FALKLAND ISLANDS
(1S1AS MALVINAS
(Administared by UK.
i = claimed by Argentina
TIERRA DEL FUEGO.
ISLADE LOS ESTADOS.
Horn n

sManagua

L &omi
0 " 600 km  DIEGO RAMIREZIS.

il ) S
ZBRAZIL

&
Brasflia -

=United States
=Switzerland

. aEmRAISLaNDS Rabat "y
PORTUGAL] @
MoRdeco
Jcanagy IsLANDS 2
y SPAINL

ATLANTIC

Province

ANGOLA (T aamai MAYOTTE
) & e [I. ““"ﬂ‘” [FRANCE)
_41L‘H5Vl379_4 e MADAGASCAR
" 5 Antananarivo®
g uorwﬂ!‘“ﬂ -
Tropic of Capricern muh.w KALUAR] 7
ATLANTIC 2 /
QCEAN ) il fPretor éﬁmwm
Elbertionteif « : @
We re eSta I S e it i >
LT rittus sland inot shown)

SOUTI GEORGIA
UK}

22001 Encyclopadia Britanni

established
Ecuador and Peru. [z

Iin Africa, in Mali
and Benin.

T o’ 200 T30 Y40

ARCTIC OCEAN w‘.ﬁ";j BARE|
™2 SE,

bt
Bgdnaye =
Bt (3

FAROE
ISLANDS =
(DEN}
SHETLAND I5.

UK}

alish €] ,q,

CHANNELIS
UK

-
2 AOMANIA "
A Sl
mue"» QEE-guan . 8L
pITALY S fievo)

Azores Islands inot shownl s g 2
Iocatod gbout €00 milos 0 4O
west of Portugal

Al
NFAIIII g;;',g}f e

El Aalln s
WESTERY S

ERN SAH)
{oeiupled H Woros

ARABIAN
Cancer|

Tropic of
PENINSULA

20

WaS

.
Blanc MAURITANIA DESERT
#Nouakehott 3
SEN ﬂ 5 E '"EIE" B ||;KEI
3 L. *Asmara
- it oo w’o"s T ) CC T
!’AB Lt il gt soutt
I n slinen NN = wiceRIR J’”"""md Djibouti |
Freson fovia Al
S PER,

=4
TS omAl
Eifon _FMogadishu
o

Mo =V

Ao Towe GUINE]

sh0TOwE

AN PRNGIPE + eibregitie, |
&

b}
REP
e SABON G THE ool
Eu\umnma‘:j e
o BURUNDIY =
ASCENSION il -
(STHELENA} (AL g HJ-L “ +Dar o5 Salaam
R Luanda, A SEVCHELLES
ATLANT 4

Lt

Mau
ocated abou
Cane Toviny Gact ol Madagascar,

Cape Agulhas

Réunlon lsland (not shown)
located about 450 miles




History of the Congregation In
Amarillo

= In August, 1932, at the request
of Bishop Rudolf A. Gerkin,
the first bishop of this diocese
of Amarillo, six Sisters were
sent from Colombia to
Amarillo, Texas.

= In September 1932, four more
Sisters were sent.

* On February 28, 1933,
authorization was granted,
permitting the erection of a
novitiate.




The community In
Amarillo grew and

flourished, establishing
schools and houses In:

The Texas Panhandle

California
New Mexico
Mexico
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Stages of Formation o
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Affiliate

The period of formation in which the candidate will:

= Clarify vocational choices.
= Grow spiritually.

= Learn to live iIn community, and participate in an
apostolate.

= Live at home while meeting regularly with the vocation
directress.



Affiliate
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Aspirancy

The period of formation in which the candidate will:

Continue to clarify her vocational choices, specifically
her call to be a member of our community.

Begin to learn about different forms of prayer.

Learn the fundamentals of our Franciscan spirituality
as lived by Mother Caritas.

Live in community with the vocation directress, and
participate in the apostolates of the community.






Postulancy

The stage of Initlal formation In which the candidate
continues with her personal and religious formation, living
her experience in community.

In this stage the Postulant will come to:

= Know and integrate her personal history, gifts, potential
and weaknesses.

= Develop interpersonal skills while living in community.
Learn to practice the virtues and skills of mutual support,
dialog, respect and joy.

= Learn to act responsibly.
= Be sensitive to the needs, culture and reality of all people.



Postulancy

= |n the postulancy, the candidate will come to:

= Value her own culture and learn to appreciate the value of
other cultures.

= Deepen her knowledge of basic Christian concepts and of
the Word of God.

= Learn and live our Franciscan and Eucharistic spirituality
and charism, as lived by Mother Caritas.

= Begin to identify with the missionary spirit of Mother
Caritas and our Congregation.

= Recognize that her vocation is a gift of God, and develop a
sense of belonging, committing her self to serving the
Church.



Postulanc




Novitiate

In the novitiate, the candidate will come to:

= Live the consecrated life which our Congregation offers.

= Intensify her experience of God, integrate herself in
community life, and practice the evangelical counsels.

= Continue with the discernment process, in the light of the
Word of God.

= Strengthen her sense of belonging to our Congregation.



Novitiate

In the novitiate, the candidate will come to:

Cultivate critical thinking skills, take responsibilities and
accept the consequences for her actions, work to make
decisions.

Enrich our Franciscan Spirit with her own unique talents,
and values of social responsibility, welcoming, mutual and
support and friendship.

Strengthen her understanding of the Evangelical Counsels
with a solid theological base.

Acquire a missionary conscience and express It in concrete
experiences.
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Temporary Vows

= |In this stage the young sister pronounces
temporary vows of chastity, poverty and obedience.

= In this stage the Sister will:

= Grow In her experience of God.

= Continue to increase her sense of belonging to the
community.

= Recelve theological and spiritual training to help
her adapt to the demands of religious life today.



Temporary Vows

= [n this stage the Sister will:

= Continue to study about our community and
about the Church.

= Achieve a healthy balance between
community life, study, and apostolate.

= Assume and live the evangelical counsels
as an expression of her consecration.



Temporary Vows




Perpetual VVows

= |n this stage the Sister makes a permanent
commitment to God by pronouncing perpetual vows
of chastity, poverty and obedience.




the Center of our Life
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Education




Mission Work







Making hosts
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Special Celebrations

Beatlflcatlon of our Beloved Foundress
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Professions and Jubilees
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Housewarming for Our Chaplan



Recreation










Are You Interested?

Call our Write to:
Vocation Directress: Vocation Directress
806-383-5769 St. Francis Convent
4301 NE 18" Ave
Fax: Amarillo, Texas 79107

806-383-6545 USA



http://www.members.cox.net/fsofmi
mailto:franomi@peoplepc.com
mailto:francpro@worldnet.att.net

